[Occlusion of a calcified ascending aorta with a Foley catheter in aortocoronary bypass--case report].
Heavily calcified ascending aorta predisposes to aortic injury and distal embolization during total or partial cross-clamping, during the performance of open-heart procedures. Placement of the arterial cannula may be particularly difficult, occasionally virtually impossible using the standard technique, while placing the clamp on such aorta may be extremely risky. We present a case where we have used a Foley-balloon catheter to occlude the densely calcified ascending aorta, during a aorta-coronary bypass procedure, thus completely avoiding the use of the total aortic clamp.